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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to honor the he-
roic efforts of Deputy Chris Jones of 
the Jersey County, Illinois, Sheriff’s 
Department. 

On April 23, Deputy Jones pulled a 67- 
year-old woman from a car that was 
being swallowed by floodwater. At 8:42 
in the evening, Deputy Jones received 
a call to alert him of a driver in dis-
tress on State Highway 100. 

When he arrived on the scene, he 
tried to make verbal contact with her, 
but her car was submerged in water 
that covered the hood and part of the 
trunk, and she was unable to respond. 
He proceeded to enter the water, where 
he found the driver still conscious and 
he assisted her from the vehicle. He 
later learned that the woman had been 
trapped for around 40 minutes. 

Because of his valiant efforts and 
service to Jersey County, I am proud to 
honor the actions that Deputy Chris 
Jones took on April 23 of this year. 
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THE IRS SCANDAL 

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, the IRS has 
broken faith with the American people. 
The agency responsible for admin-
istering our Tax Code has admitted 
targeting Americans for their political 
beliefs. 

American families across the country 
are disappointed and fearful. They are 
disappointed that the administration 
that promised hope and change has 
used its enforcement power as a polit-
ical weapon. They are fearful of a gov-
ernment that has expanded under 
President Obama at an alarming rate. 
They are disappointed that our Presi-
dent has not taken responsibility for 
his administration’s shameful behav-
ior. They are fearful of corruption that 
is the logical result of a rapidly ex-
panding bureaucracy and an adminis-
tration that confuses playing politics 
with leadership. 

Hardworking families deserve better. 
Federal agencies have a responsibility 
to be above politics, and we have a re-
sponsibility to hardworking American 
families to hold accountable those who 
politicize decision-making and those 
who are untruthful about those deci-
sions. 
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THE IRS 

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Firings and jail 
time are in order. On Friday, May 10, 
the IRS admitted to the targeted scru-
tiny of conservative groups in their ap-
plications for tax-exempt status. Hun-
dreds of groups have been targeted, and 
it went beyond those with just ‘‘Tea 
Party’’ or ‘‘patriot’’ in their names. 

Since then, there has been a resound-
ing opposition on both sides of the aisle 
against the IRS’ abhorrent actions. 
The President called this incident 
‘‘outrageous.’’ Frankly, Mr. Speaker, 
it’s beyond outrageous. It is com-
pletely unethical. For those involved in 
this mess, I expect them to be held ac-
countable for their audacious abuse of 
power. 

Did I mention that firings and jail 
time are in order? 

Thomas Paine said it this way: 
Government is at its best a necessary evil 

and at its worst an intolerable one. 

I am RANDY WEBER, and that’s the 
way I see it here in America. 

f 

MEMORIAL DAY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Greetings to my 
friend Jim Withrow, whom I would like 
to recognize today, and I would just re-
mind everybody of how important it is 
that we participate in this Memorial 
Day weekend in order to remember 
those who have fallen and honor those 
they’ve left behind. 

It’s a lot of times thought of as a 
weekend to go out and have barbecues 
or watch car races on TV or sports like 
that, but it’s really rewarding for the 
heart for us to go participate on Mon-
day in one of our communities. For 
those watching, just take that time in 
the morning to go out and honor those 
veterans. It will make you feel better 
as an American. Then our obligation as 
citizens is to fulfill our role as voters, 
as people who hold our government of-
ficials accountable, because when you 
hear veterans say that they don’t rec-
ognize the America they once fought 
for 50, 60 years ago, it really hurts. 

So let’s uphold the honor of our Na-
tion that they fought for and be par-
ticipants in our government in the 
process and hold all of that account-
able and honor them in that ultimate 
way. We give thanks for their service, 
and God bless them. Please participate 
on Memorial Day this weekend. 
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STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLDING). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the minority leader. 

Mr. CICILLINE. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I rise in strong opposition to the 
Making College More Expensive Act. 
This legislation is an attack on stu-
dents, and it undermines the dream of 
higher education. 

If we are serious about getting our 
country back on the right track, put-
ting people back to work and ensuring 
that we remain competitive in the 
global economy, we have to do more to 
make higher education more accessible 

and more affordable, not more expen-
sive. 

Without congressional action, the in-
terest rate on Federal subsidized Staf-
ford loans is scheduled to increase from 
3.4 percent to 6.8 percent for more than 
7 million students. Rather than fixing 
this problem, this legislation makes it 
worse. This bill will hurt young people 
and middle class families who are al-
ready struggling with crushing student 
loan debt. The idea that as a country 
we make money on the pursuit by 
young people of their educations is 
plain wrong. 

Simply put, the United States Gov-
ernment should not be making a profit 
on student loans, and there are several 
proposals pending before the House 
today that would give students access 
to college at the lowest cost possible. 
The Student Loan Relief Act, the Re-
sponsible Student Loan Solutions Act, 
and the Bank on Students Loan Fair-
ness Act would each preserve low inter-
est rates for students; but the bill be-
fore us today is a bad Republican idea 
that will make college more expensive 
for working families and millions of 
students. 

According to the independent, non-
partisan Congressional Research Serv-
ice, students with 5 years of subsidized 
Stafford loans borrowed at the max-
imum amount would owe $4,174 in in-
terest under the current rate. It would 
rise to $8,808 if we allowed interest 
rates to double on July 1; but under 
this proposal, students would owe a 
total of $10,109 in interest payments on 
their loans. Hidden within this bill is a 
blatant bait and switch scheme that 
will allow students to borrow money at 
one rate before their interest rates 
skyrocket. 

We’ve seen this before. Our friends on 
the other side of the aisle like to claim 
that putting student loans into the 
marketplace is a cure-all for increased 
student debt; but in this case, the 
‘‘marketplace’’ is code for billions of 
more dollars in interest payments, as 
this bill would prevent students from 
enjoying the lowest available interest 
rates. This is just wrong. 

Our young people deserve more. It’s 
in the interest of our entire country to 
ensure that as many young people as 
possible have access to higher edu-
cation. So let’s reject the Making Col-
lege More Expensive Act and find a se-
rious long-term solution on student 
loans that will make college more af-
fordable for millions and millions of 
Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
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